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For over 40 years, the Eastern Sarus Crane extinct from

the nature of Thailand. It has not been any scientific recorded
of nesting and laying egg in the natural. Until the Zoological
Park Organization (ZPO) conducted an Eastern Saras Crane
Reintroduction in Thailand project with the Department of
National Parks, Wildlife, and Plant Conservation, and has
released a total of 70 cranes back into the natural wetlands,
since 2011 to the present, with a survival rate of more than
65-70 percent.

From the survey of ZPO's field team, observed the
mating behavior of the reintroduced Eastern Sarus Crane
since 2014 until succeeded. On July 27, 2016, found a first
nesting and laying of two eggs in the area of Sanambin
Reservoir Non-Hunting Area. Later on, others pairs of
reintroduced crane are nesting and laying egg as well.
From the survey since July - September 2559, found 8 pairs
nesting 10 nests both inside and outside Hauy Chorakaemak
and Sanambin Reservoir Non-Hunting Areas. All the nests
were constructed on the land surrounded by water,
with natural materials found in the area i.e., Leersia hexandra,
Panicum repens, Oryza sativa, Eleocharis dulcis, Jussieua
repens, Scirpus grossus, etc. The nest shape is a circle or oval
with a diameter of about 1-3 meters, water depth of 30-40
cm., but unfortunately, there are only seven nests were
found egged and hatched only 5 nests. Presently, only
3 chicks survive from many threats, especially predators such
as crows, dogs, hawks, and snakes.

Eastern Sarus Crane' eggs resemble the duck' eggs, but
larger. The eggs are chalky white and turning brown when it's
almost hatching. Found a clutch of 2 eggs, a clutch of one or
three eggs was sometimes found. The young look like Gosling,
covering with golden brown soft hair before moulting and
stay with their parents until the age of 7-8 months.

This is the first Eastern Sarus Crane' nesting report found
in nature of Thailand in decades after they had gone extinct.
Although the losing rate is still high, ZPO realizes that this is a
critical evidence that proves the Eastern Sarus Crane popula-
tion is still able to live in nature, if the community accepted
and strengthened of caring.
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